Pioneer of oral medicine: Lester W. Burket, D.D.S., M.D.
Lester William Burket (1907-1991) was a man of intellect, integrity, and vision. He was a pioneer in the field of oral medicine and is considered by many to be the father of this discipline. He was one of the first educators to promote the concept of integration of medicine into dental education and clinical practice. His belief of oral health mirroring systemic health was innovative for it's time, and has now become standard philosophy in both the medical and dental professions. Dr. Burket's legacy has enhanced the quality of life for millions of patients, improved dental education, and reinforced the idea of dental professionals as primary health care providers.